Human Rights Violations

In Myanmar’s Northeast Regions
From 2011 to 2023
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. Indiscriminate Shelling
. Direct Shooting against Civilians

. Air-bombardment

. Property Confiscation and Destruction
. Tortures against civilians

. Rape
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Kachin Human
Rights Watch - KHRW

Findings

he research team of Kachin Women Research Group and

Kachin Human Rights Watch Group collected (50) cases
of human rights abuses in Myitkyina, PutaO, Banmaw, and
Mohnyin districts of Kachin State, and Lashio and Muse districts
of Northern Shan State from July 2022 to February 2023. Among
those (50) cases, (6) are from the period of 2011 to 2018, and
(44) are from the period of 2021 to 2023.

All the collected cases can be categorized into nine forms of
abuse; arbitrary arrests, indiscriminate shelling, direct shooting,
air bombardment, landmine explosion, torturing, property
confiscation, and destruction, intimidation, and rape.

From 2011 to 2018, there was one case each of arbitrary
arrest, indiscriminate shelling towards civilian villages, air
bombardment, direct shooting of civilians, confiscating civilian
properties and threatening civilian case. The majority of the
perpetrators are Myanmar Tatmadaw (military), and a few cases
were committed by local armed organizations. Summary of
each type is described as follows.




mong the collected human rights abuses cases, 18 cases are
arbitrary arrests, and there are (29) victims in total. Myanmar
Tatmadaw troops often randomly arrest villagers in groups and
bring them along as guides, human shields, or porters. Some are
released afterward, but some have disappeared.

On 21 February 2018, Myanmar Tatmadaw Division (77) abducted
a villager from Tanai (Danai) Township, and he is disappeared till
today.

In some cases, the Tatmadaw arrested villagers by saying that
they were suspected to have been in contact with the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) or People Defense Forces (PDF), and
released them after some time of interrogation.

Moreover, there is a case that a young man who escaped from KIA’s
arrest as a worker or soldier.

Among these arbitrary arrests, the majority of cases are the arrests
and imprisonments by Myanmar Tatmadaw or the police. The
Tatmadaw and police arrest the people individually or in groups,
sued them, and sentenced imprisonment. Most cases are accused
of article 505 (a) (b) of ‘criminal code; article 50 (j) and 52 (a) of ‘anti-
terrorism act, and article 17(1) of ‘unlawful association act’

After the military coup in February 2021, the public has organized |

anti-coup, anti-authoritarian movements and strikes. Since late
February and early March, the soldiers and police cracked down
on the public and arrested the leaders, the activists, and the
participants individually as well as in groups. They sued the leaders
and participants of the strikes with article 505 (a) of the criminal
code and sentenced them to 2 to 3 years in prison. Some were
made to sign the confession and released with the promise of non-
involvement in the future. Some were released with the public
amnesty event. However, those who are considered to lead the
movements were detained for long terms, sued with article 505 (b)
of the criminal code, article 50 (j) and 52 (a) of the ‘anti-terrorism
act, and sentenced to 3 to 10 years in prison. Some are being
detained without sentence and without letting their family meet.
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In addition, the Tatmadaw and police arrested more community
leaders and active youth leaders being accused of having been
in contact with KIA or PDFs since late 2021 or early 2022. They
are sued with article 17 (1) of the unlawful association act and =
sentenced to 2 years in prison. There are also cases of being
detained without a sentence.




. Indiscriminate Shelling

mong the total human rights violation cases collected, there
are 10 cases of indiscriminate shelling (artillery or small
gunfire) towards residential areas or villages and 18 victims in
total who have suffered. All the shelling is committed by Myanmar
Tatmadaw. Among the ten cases, one was in 2018 and the rest
were after 2021. Seven of them dropped at houses, kitchens, a
church, and a farm, one dropped at an IDP camp compound, and
the other two dropped on the public road in nearby villages.

Those indiscriminate shelling killed 7 civilians and injured 4
severely. Some civilians lost their houses, properties, cattle,
and livestock. The church was destroyed and its materials and
properties were destructed.
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. Direct Shooting Against
Civilians

mong the total human rights violation cases collected, 11
cases are ‘direct shootings’ at civilians by Myanmar Tatmadaw.
One case was in February 2013, Myanmar Tatmadaw (KalLaYa 223,
KalaYa 236) shot and killed 3 civilians from the Mansi IDP camp
without concrete reasons.

The other 8 cases are committed by Myanmar Tatmadaw after
2021. Atotal of 11 civilians were killed and 2 were seriously injured.

Most of those shootings took place on the roads while the victims
were riding cars or motorbikes or walking. Some cases were
reasoned that the soldiers shot them because they fled when they
were told to stop. Almost all victims riding motorbikes or walking
died of the shooting. Those riding cars were mostly injured. Some
of the victims’ bodies were not returned to the family. There are
some cases in that Myanmar Tatmadaw soldiers abducted civilians
staying at home, tortured and killed. In a few cases, the victims
were shot dead, and their bodies were burned.

Most of the shootings took place before 9 pm when people still
go around.
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. Air-bombardment

mong the total human rights violation cases collected, there
were four cases of air bombardments by Myanmar Tatmadaw
in the Kachin region. One was in 2018 and the other 3 were after
2021.

On 26 January 2018 at about 10 in the morning in Shahtuzup
village of Tanai (Danai) Township, Myanmar Tatmadaw dropped
bombs from the flight and attacked airstrikes at gold and amber
mining areas. It killed and injured a lot of civilians.

On 3 February 2022 at 4:45 in the afternoon in Sumpyi Yang
village of PutaO Township, Myanmar Tatmadaw conducted
air-bombardments and airstrikes with two jet fighters injuring
at least (7) civilians and burning about (10) houses. KIA-PDF
and Tatmadaw had been fighting in the area since 1 February.
2018 Jan 26 Moreover, it displaced about 1000 villagers to the deep forest and
mountains for safety. After over a month of taking shelter in the
Sha htUZUp forest, the villagers returned to their village where their houses
were torched and completely destroyed.

Another case was on 8 August 2022 in Sezin village, Hpakant
Township, KIA-PDF, and Tatmadaw-Shanni Nationalities Army
(SNA) had clashed, and for three days, the Tatmadaw used air-
bombardment and air strikes killing, and injuring civilians and
burning houses in the village.
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The last one was on 23 October 2022 at 8:30 in the evening
in Anang Pa village, Hpakant. There was a prior music event
commemorating the 62nd year of founding KIO. During the
music show, Myanmar Tatmadaw attacked the event with air
2.3 bombardment and airstrikes. About 66 people were killed and (80)

'ﬁ”d”7 were injured including musicians, artists, and business owners.



5. Property Confiscation and
Destruction

U

mong all the human rights violation cases collected, there

are three cases of confiscation and destruction of civilian
properties. One case happened in Gara Yang village of Waing
Maw Township after the resumed war between KIA and Tatmadaw
becameintense. Myanmar Tatmadaw destroyed churches, houses,
churches, and civilian properties.

The other two cases happened in Myitkyina in November 2022.
After some Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) officers
had been arrested, the Myanmar Tatmadaw destroyed their
relatives’ houses with bulldozers and tortured family members.
Furthermore, the Tatmadaw raided a church at 4 in the morning
saying to search for a friend of the arrested officers and destroyed
the church office and documents.

. Tortures Against Civilians

mong all the human rights violation cases collected, two cases
are the tortures against civilians. The first case happened on
22 June 2022.The (Lisu) militia in Aung Myay (1 & 2) of Waing Maw
Township, arrested three civilians riding a motorbike. Two escaped
and one was tortured to death. The body was not returned to the
family.

The second case happened in Kutkai Township on 17 August 2022
at around 10 in the evening. Drunk soldiers from Kokant Army
Brigade (202) detained two villagers, tortured and released them
on the following day at about 11 in the morning.




/. Rape

mong the total human rights violation cases collected, there
is one rape case. It was on 14 July 2021 when a 50-year-old
mother of 5 from Numlang Village of Daw Hpum Yang Township
was on her way to their farm carrying lunch for the family, three
soldiers from Myanmar Tatmadaw (KaMaYa 438) raped and
killed her. Although the Tatmadaw confirmed the crime in the
newspaper, there are no further accountabilities or actions taken.

8. Landmine Explosions

mong the total human rights violation cases collected, there
are two cases of landmine explosions. One exploded in
Shahtuzup village, Tanai (Danai) township, Kachin State on 12
January 2023 at about 7 in the morning. A 53-year-old mother
and her 19-year-old daughter stepped on a landmine on their
way to the market. The daughter was killed and the mother was
severely injured.

The second one also exploded in Shahtuzup village, Tanai (Danai)
. township on 12 January 2023 at 2:40 in the afternoon. The militia
. group in the area stopped a villager at the checkpoint and led him
to their military compound for interrogation. While they were in
the compound, the villager stepped on a landmine and he was
severely injured by the explosion.



mong all the human rights violation cases collected, one is

the intimidating or threatening civilian by a Shan State Army
(SSA) officer. It happened in Lashio, Shan State, around 2017 or
2018. There was a conflict between the local community and SSA
officers relating to the land confiscation dispute. After some days
of an ongoing dispute, responsible personnel from SSA shot up a
gun and threatened the local activists saying “l will kill those who
inform (the higher officers)”.

The cases in this report are the violation of Geneva Convention.
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